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ga-paumcs 2019 annual conference 
august 22 - 25  │  “all about us” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I just want you to know that I am so excited about our 2019 GA-PAUMCS 
Conference. As our hosts, the Rome-Carrollton and Northwest Districts are 
diligently working hard to provide an educational and enriching conference.   The 
conference will be held at Faith United Methodist in Cartersville, GA, August 22-
25, 2019.  Since our last newsletter, distributed December 2018, we have adjusted 
and enhanced the workshop schedule, but our theme “All About Us” remains the 
same.  Our scripture emphasis will be 1 Peter 4:10 – Each of you should use whatever 
gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various 
forms.  Classes will start on Thursday, August 22 at 4:00 p.m.  We will conclude 
with our banquet on Saturday evening. (Of course, we have some free time 
included in the schedule in order for you to enjoy some of what Cartersville has to 
offer).  Conference registration is only $100.00, and the hotel cost will be $99 plus 
tax per night.  All meals are included except for Friday night supper.  

Several facilitators are scheduled to help us learn about ourselves and how we can 
be beneficial to our church members. Rev. Charlie Marus will assist us to  discover 
our God given gifts/talent and help us realize how we can use them in our 
administrative positions.  Rev. Quincy Brown will guide us through a process to 
discover who we are and how we handle transitions.  We will also be involved in a 
Homeless/Poverty Simulation led by Ms. Rebecca Hickom and Ms. Jessica 
Mitcham.  Rev. Kevin Lobello will lead our time of worship and Rev. John Pinson 
will install our 2019-2020 Officers at the banquet on Saturday evening. 

As you can see, we have a full schedule planned.  The attached 
brochure will give you all the specifics.  Please be sure to 
share it with anyone who would benefit from attending.   

from our vice president  
Josie Hickom, Cartersville, GA 
rocangc@bellsouth.net 
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from our president 
 
paumcs  
 

The Professional Administrators of the United 

Methodist  Connectional  Structure 

organization was established in 1982 under the 

direction of the General Council on Finance and 

Administration. The purpose of the organization is to provide members a supportive base for 

unity and fellowship and to promote individual growth, professional development, continuing 

education and spiritual enrichment. PAUMCS continues to fall under the authority of the 

General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA) of The United Methodist Church. We 

are a connectional part of United Methodism. Book of Discipline (¶807.18.) 

PAUMCS members are actively involved in the life and ministry of United Methodist Churches. 

We provide support in a variety of office environments...local churches, district offices, extension 

ministries, agencies and Annual Conferences. We are open to secretaries, administrative 

assistants, office managers, financial secretaries and any other administrative 

professionals...employees, volunteers, or retired persons who maintain their PAUMCS 

certification. GCFA offers an on-line certification class and an advance certification class.  

Certification requires continuing education credits to maintain, which are offered in a variety of 

areas and avenues. The Georgia Chapter of PAUMCS, which includes the North and South 

Georgia Conferences, publishes an e-newsletter and has a networking “e-news” for questions 

and answers to allow administrative professionals to stay connected. We also stay connected 

through social media outlets, posting information on training in the North and South GA 

Conferences and other trainings as related to our ministries, as well as employment opportunities 

within the United Methodist Church. The Georgia Chapter holds a conference each year, rotated 

between North and South Georgia, which allows members to recharge, network, and grow. The 

2019 Annual Conference of GA PAUMCS will be held in the North Georgia Conference at Faith 

UMC in Cartersville, August 22-25. Our scripture is 1 Corinthians 12:7 But the manifestation of the 

Spirit is given to everyone for the common good. MEV This conference will help us discern our 

spiritual gifts and use them to the best of our ability. We will have worship, learning sessions, 

outing opportunities, fun, and fellowship. Those attending earn one continuing education credit 

(CEU). For more information, visit our website at ga-paumcs.org.  

louannpmclain@gmail.com 

LouAnn McLain, Warner Robins, GA 

 

ga-paumcs   
 

If you have photos or other historical information 
from state conferences you have attended, please 
contact our Historian, Juliet, so we might add to 
our chapter documentation. 
 

Historian 
Juliet Blevins, Thompson, GA 
julie@thomsonfumc.org 
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The purpose of PAUMCS is to establish a method for training and certifying United Methodist Church 
Office Personnel.  It is the desire of the organization to provide a supportive base for the unity and 
fellowship of its members, to provide opportunities for professional development, continuing 
education, and spiritual enrichment as we promote individual growth. 

Our chapter

ga-paumcs 

 
 

shall promote high standards of 

professionalism and ethics for the 

Georgia Office Professionals. 

ga-paumcs 

 
 

shall serve as an advocate of 

those emerging concerns that 

affect United Methodist Church 

Office Professionals 

ga-paumcs 

 
 

shall encourage participation in the 

training and certification programs 

by its members. 

ga-paumcs 

  
shall encourage membership in the 

National PAUMCS. 

WHO WE ARE 
At the 2017 Annual Business Meeting of the National 
PAUMCS Annual Conference in Chicago, the body 
approved a name change for the organization changing the 
name from Professional Association of United Methodist 
Church Secretaries to Professional Administrators of the 
United Methodist Connectional Structure.  This change had 
been discussed for many years, but has finally become a 
reality.  The main purpose behind the name change is an 
effort to be more inclusive and open up membership to a 
wider range of employees.  While the term “secretary” can 
be considered misleading and not representative of many 
of our members, the new name should encompass a much 
broader base.   
 

The PAUMCS organization has always been open to 
secretaries, administrative assistants, office managers, 
financial secretaries and any other administrative 
professionals at United Methodist Churches, extension 
ministries, agencies or Annual Conferences and to any 
retired persons who maintain their PAUMCS certification.  
The purpose of the organization is to provide members a 
supportive base for unity and fellowship and to promote 
individual growth, professional development, continuing 
education and spiritual enrichment.  PAUMCS was first 
organized in 1982 and falls under the authority of the 
General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA) of 
The United Methodist Church. 
 

If you are currently a member of the Georgia Chapter of 
PAUMCS or of the National PAUMCS, we hope you will 
renew your membership for 2019, but if you have never 
participated in either organization, please take a moment 
and consider joining one or both of these outstanding 
groups.  More information on the Georgia Chapter is 
available at our website, www.ga-paumcs.org.  
Additionally, you can get information on the National 
organization at www.paumcs.org.  Please feel free to 
contact any member of the GA PAUMCS Executive 
Committee (see page 12 for contact information). 

GA-PAUMCS 
 

http://www.ga-paumcs.org
http://www.paumcs.org
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National PAUMCS NEWS

renewed in our calling 
 

Hello Friends! I pray you experienced a Lenten season 
filled with renewal, and growth in your spiritual walk.  

2019 National Conference was held at sea on the Royal 
Caribbean Independence of the Seas, and in Cozumel, 
Mexico. What an experience! We were led in sessions 
by Rev. Mike Slaughter, his wife Carolyn, and his 
executive assistant Catherine Crowell. We toured the 
Ciudad de Angeles orphanage in Cozumel and saw 
the wonderful way that organization operates. The 
children live in homes, with house parents, are given 
chores and responsibilities, in addition to attending 
school. Once they reach the age of 18, they are given 
the opportunity to stay on the campus in dormitories 
while attending college. The goal is when they reach 
adulthood, they will stay in the local community and 
make a difference. The orphanage is funded entirely 
with donations, and no new facilities are built until 
money is in hand! The most recent buildings 
completed are the office and laundry facilities. It is set 
in a beautiful area giving the children an opportunity 
to grow and flourish! The tour was a wonderful 
blessing. For those who were unable to attend, you 
can find out more at www.ciudaddeangeles.org  

Rev. Slaughter challenged us with the question “How 
do I continue a life that is an excellent offering to 
God?”...with DRIVE ~ Devotion to God, Readiness 
for lifelong learning, Investing in relationships, 

Visioning for the future, Eating and Exercising for life. 
He also shared that Moses’ adult life was broken into 
40-year stages...first 40 were God Bless Me, second 40 
were God Save Me, and the third 40 were God Guide Me 
(give me direction), and how that applies to our lives 
and our walk with Christ.  Not that we will live to be 
120+, but the lessons still apply!  

Carolyn Slaughter shared her testimony, showing that 
even people who think have it all, struggle with 
heartache and challenges...marital, work, family. 

Catherine Crowell shared her ministry experiences and 
the difference between a secretary and an assistant. A 
secretary does traditional office work; an assistant 
anticipates the needs of their ministry partners, is 
proactive in getting things done, and plans 
accordingly. Assistants are an “invaluable blessing” for 
the many hats we wear, the many jobs we do, and the 
smile that is always on our faces! 

Soooo...upon returning to the “real” world, I have a 
renewed view of who I am and what my ministry is all 
about. I have always gotten the job done, going above 
what is expected, but now I am more willing to step 
out and be that “invaluable blessing” God intends me 
to be! 

With HIS Grace, LouAnn  
GA-PAUMCS President 
admin@christunited.net 

NATIONAL PAUMCS MEMBERSHIP  
 

To join or renew:  www.paumcsmembership.org.   
Annual Dues: $50.   

As a national member, you will have access to a broader network of colleagues and you will receive 
their quarterly newsletter.  Membership also allows you to participate in the annual certification class 
sponsored by PAUMCS and the General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA) of The 
United Methodist Church.  You can get additional information about the National organization on 
their website, www.paumcs.org or feel free to contact the National Membership Chair, Denise Wilson. 
 

Renee Farrer 
adox@bellsouth.net 

http://www.ciudaddeangeles.org
http://www.paumcsmembership.org
http://www.paumcs.org
mailto:lagrdo@bellsouth.net


 

PAUMCS-The Georgia Link Page 5 April 2019 

2019 conference at sea
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Thank you to all who have renewed your PAUMCS 
membership for 2019!  At the time of this newsletter 
printing, we are excited to have 39 members. 

PAUMCS… 

 Promotes high standards of professionalism and ethics. 

 Serves as an advocate of those emerging concerns that affect office professionals in the United 
Methodist connectional structure. 

 Encourages participation in the training and certification programs by its members. 

 Offers workshops, continuing education, connections to resources on the state and national level, 
and a change to be certified through the General Council on Finance and Administration.  

I can personally testify that there are so many benefits to being a member of this great organization.  I 
have been a member since 1995 and have received so much support from PAUMCS.  ‘Professional’ 
begins the title to our organization, because it is very important to us that we are professional in our 
ministry to the United Methodist Church. We live in a day and time where everything is electronic 
and at our finger tips.  We must strive to be our very best.  PAUMCS has stretched me and others to 
achieve great goals in ministry.  The trainings we provide offer insights into new and exciting ways 
to equip us for ministry. 

Membership is open to Full or Part Time, Paid or Volunteer, Office, Financial, and Membership, 
Administrative Staff Members of Churches, Districts, Connectional, or Conference offices.  If you 
have not done so, we would love to add you to the list of members. The cost for one year’s 
membership is just $35. Simply fill out the form in this newsletter (page 12) or contact me at 
jpowers@gfumc.com, and I will be glad to assist you.  For more information, visit our website at 
www.ga-paumcs.org. 

If you know about us, have experienced PAUMCS as a member, or friend… tell someone else. Share 
our information and have them contact any of us for more details. 

Find out more information about joining National PAUMCS at www.paumcs.org. 

 

Membership Secretary 

jpowers@gfumc.com 

Jackie Powers, Gainesville, GA 

 

SUNSHINE 
 

Do you have a prayer request?  A praise?  Do you have something on your 
heart or mind that you would like to share with your Georgia PAUMCS 
family?  Have an office question and need to network? 

Send me an email, and I will send it out to our Georgia members, so that 
we may support, encourage, rejoice and love one another more fully. 

 
Sunshine Chair 
Doris Wyatt, Carrollton, GA 
daw6@bellsouth.net 

mailto:jpowers@gfumc.com
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Have you seen the SIGNS? 
 

You know, how sometimes you ride down the road a random thought appears in your head, and 

then you hear that same thought as a comment/quote on the radio or TV?  Or maybe you read a 

devotion, a magazine article or an email, and that same topic is there again, and you think 

WOW! God, are you telling me something with this repeated topic?  I call these SIGNS from God 

sent by Angels.  

Lately, I feel that every direction I take there is a SIGN.  I find myself asking the question, “What 

am I supposed to do with these signs?” My wise old grandmother (I miss her daily) would 

always have good advice.  Many times I heard her say, “Honey, you just have to stop and pay 

attention to those voices or signs from God, because it’s not going away until you do something about it.”  

Are you wondering what I am talking about?  Well let me ask you this. Do we do our jobs at 

home or work like we really should?  Do we do it in smart ways? Do we change our old habits to 

better habits?  Do we do our jobs or volunteer positions because we love doing them? Do we 

give praises to God because we’ve been given the opportunity to do whatever the task or 

assignment may be?  Are we observing the signs?  

Let’s reflect on our PAUMCS organization for just a minute.  There are many administrative 

assistants who are totally involved and yes, we should all admit there are some who are not 

totally involved.  Don’t get me wrong, I’m not being critical of anyone; but, I want you to think 

about your role and responsibility.  Ask yourself, as a member of this organization, “Have I 

given my time to the  GA-PAUMCS organization like I really should or could?“ 

As your Nominating Chairperson, I want to remind each of you…you are important and every 

little thing you do is BIG to many people and it shows in many ways.   I challenge myself often 

to do the job I need to do for PAUMCS, but at times I have to push myself a little harder to meet 

my goals or, better yet, accomplish what I have been asked to do or have volunteered to do.  

So, before those SIGNS appear…how about let’s all set our standards a little higher this year to 

accept responsibilities readily, make an effort to be more committed, be more mindful of GA-

PAUMCS time, and be truly dedicated and committed to things that we are required to do all to 

His glory! 

I came across this quote on Pinterest (another sign) and want to share with you.  

The moment you accept responsibility for everything in your life is the moment you gain the power to 

change anything in your life.  Written by Hal Elrod. 

Until next time, I hope you are paying attention to those “SIGNS” that just may be telling you 

something.  God Bless you for all you do for Georgia PAUMCS.   

 

 
 

Nominations Chair 
Cathy Ivey, Albany, GA 
christumcofalbany@gmail.com 
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ourtreasurer’s report
Georgia Chapter of PAUMCS │ January 1 - March 31, 2019 

Treasurer 
salemumc@bellsouth.net 

Annette Harmon, Covington, GA 
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  More info

 

SCHOLARSHIP 
Greetings GA PAUMCS: 

 

Plans are underway for a fabulous conference in 

Cartersville, Georgia this year on August 22-25, 2019. 

You will not want to miss out on this time of refreshing 

and renewing of your mind, spirit and soul. 

Our committee members for the 2018-2019 Juanita 

Brannen Memorial Scholarship are Connie Brown, South 

GA; Renee’ Farrar, North GA; and Paula Moore, North 

GA; with our ex-officio members LouAnn McLain, 

South GA and Jackie Powers, North GA.  

The Scholarship Fund is named after one of our 

founding members and was established solely for the 

purpose of granting financial aid to those attending an 

annual conference of GAC-PAUMCS, National 

PAUMCS, or Certification School.  

We are always happy to receive applications for 

scholarships for any of the PAUMCS functions 

mentioned above. You are eligible to apply for one every 

two (2) years (this includes Georgia, National, or 

Certification School). Deadline to apply for a scholarship 

is the same date as the early registration deadline. 

Scholarships are granted on an individual basis with the 

amount not to exceed $100. 

Please contact me  at 912-537-3068 if you are interested 

in learning more about the Juanita Brannen Memorial 

Scholarship Fund. 

Scholarship Chair 

vidaliafumc@hotmail.com 

Connie Brown, Vidalia, GA 

GA PAUMCS Finance Chair 
National PAUMCS Membership 
Chair 

 

2019 ga-paumcs annual conference 
cartersville, ga 

august 22-25, 2019 
 

“all about us” 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received 

to serve others, as faithful stewards 
of God’s grace in its various forms. 

1 Peter 4:10 
 

See  Front Page for More Details 

by-laws 
 

Greetings from Gainesville! I hope to see 

each of you this summer in Cartersville.  

Your Bylaws Committee has identified 

several Bylaws updates that we will be 

recommending at the summer conference. 

In early July, we will send you a marked up 

copy of the Bylaws that shows the 

proposed changes. Meanwhile, if you have 

any recommendations for Bylaws changes, 

please send them to me by Friday, April 

25th,  in order to have them ready for a 

vote at this year’s conference. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

By-Laws Chair 
angelaivey968@gmail.com 
Angela Ivey, Gainesville, GA 

mailto:angelaivey968@gmail.com
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  2018-2019 GA-PAUMCS OFFICERS
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shop paumcs 
 

Need a T-shirt, shirt, tote bag, etc.?  Shop 
our PAUMCS Promotional Items Online at 
ga-paumcs.org. Click Shop Online.  
Advertising our PAUMCS logo is a good 
way to introduce, as an opportunity may 
arise, to your co-workers and/or friends 
about this great organization.  Share with 
them how much you enjoy the item you 
have as well as how much you benefit from 
being a member of PAUMCS:  Professional 
Administrators of the United Methodist 
Connectional Structure. 

facebook 
 
Go “like” our page to receive updated 
news and events. 
 
1. Go to the search bar and type in “GA-

PAUMCS” 

2. Click on us and check out our page! 

3. Hit the “like” button to like our page 
and get updates on our 
activities and programs. 

 

2019 GA-PAUMCS Annual Conference 
Cartersville, GA 

August 22-25, 2019 
 

Each of you should use whatever gift 
you have received 

to serve others,  
as faithful stewards 

 of God’s grace in its various forms. 
 

1 Peter 4:10 

 

PUBLICITY 
 

Who have you spoken to about PAUMCS 

today?  It’s probably not a topic that 

comes up frequently in our conversations.  

However, the best way to spread the word 

about anything is for each of us to make a 

point to share it as often as we can.  GA-

PAUMCS will have tables at both the 

North and South Georgia Annual 

Conferences where we will be able to 

spread the word to pastors and others 

who may be able to encourage 

membership by Administrators that 

support them.  If you have ideas how we 

can promote PAUMCS, please let one of 

the members of the Publicity Committee 

know.  The other members are Marilyn 

Grau and Renee Farrar.   

I hope you will take a moment to check 

out the newly revised website at www.ga-

paumcs.org.  Visit us on Facebook as well, 

and perhaps get an inspiration for the 

week.  

 

 

 

 

Publicity Chair 
Georgia Deakin, Lithia Springs, GA 
g.deakin@lithiaspringsmethodist.org 

http://www.ga-paumcs.org
http://www.ga-paumcs.org
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Membership/contact info 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The Executive Committee is here to help you.  

Contact any of us for questions. 
 

President:  LouAnn McLain 
Christ UMC │478-922-0211 

 

Vice President:  Josie Hickom 
Rome-Carrollton District Office 

706-291-6115 
 

Recording Secretary:  Lesley Baskette 
Commission on Higher Education 

770-854-7283 
 

Treasurer:  Annette Harmon 
Salem UMC │770-786-6027 

 

Newsletter Editor:  Karen Whitehead 
Bethlehem First UMC │770-867-3727 

 

Membership Secretary: 
Administrative Professional of the Year:  

Jackie Powers 
Gainesville First UMC │770-536-2341 

 

Finance:  Denise Wilson 
LaGrange District Office │706-882-3343 

 

Ways and Means:  Ruth Sims 
Cairo First UMC │229-377-3051 

 

By-Laws:  Angela Ivey 
McEver Road UMC │770-532-3160 

 

Scholarship:  Connie Brown 
Vidalia First UMC │912-537-3068 

 

Nominations:  Cathy Ivey 
Christ UMC │ 229-436-3373 

 

Publicity:  Georgia Deakin 
Lithia Springs UMC │ 770-948-5429 

 

PTS:  Denise Louis 
Wesley Chapel UMC │ 770-957-4728 

 

Historian:  Juliet Blevins 
Thompson First UMC │ 706-595-3936 

 

Sunshine:  Doris Wyatt 
Moore’s Chapel UMC │ 770-834-6704 

 
 
 

GEORGIA PAUMCS 2019 MEMBERSHIP FORM 

_____ Enroll me as a New Member  

_____ Renew my Membership 

_____ Emeritus Member Date of Retirement __________ 

 
Name _______________________________________________________________ 

Home Address _______________________________________________________ 

City _______________________________ State ________               Zip _________ 

Preferred Phone______________________________________________________ 
 

Preferred E-Mail Address: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Birthday_____________________________________________________________ 

Employed By ________________________________________________________ 

Title ________________________________________________________________ 

Business Address _____________________________________________________ 

City _______________________________ State ________               Zip _________ 

Business Phone _______________________________________________________ 

Business E-Mail_______________________________________________________ 

Number of Years Employed at the Church/Agency: ______________________ 

District __________________________  Conference:     _____NGA     _____SGA 

Certified:  __No __Yes, Year ____  Advanced Certified: __No  __Yes, Year ____  

National Member?     _____Yes     _____No 
 
List ways in which we can assist you or ways you would like to be involved 
in GA PAUMCS:______________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date:_____________ Signature: ___________________________________ 
 

GA-PAUMCS Annual Dues:  $35.00 
 

Complete the form above and mail along with annual dues to: 
Salem UMC  

Attn:  Annette Harmon 
3962 Salem Rd. 

Covington, GA  30016 

WHO MAY JOIN? 
Full or Part Time 
Paid or Volunteer 

Office, Financial, Membership Secretaries 
Administrative Assistants 


